Supporting Statement for Clevedon School’s entries for 2010 Marvinator Competition
Entries:

1. Primary 
 ‘Volcanoes 123’    

by Toby and Jacob   

Year 6

2. Intermediate 
‘Marvin Volcano’ 

by Niklas


Year 8

3. Intermediate
‘The Earthquake’

by Aaron, Year 8,     and Gus Year 6


Criteria: 

1 and 2: Use MARVIN creatively and originally to present content within and outcomes from a learning activity or unit linked to the NZ Curriculum;

5: Use MARVIN creatively and originally to educate another group of students in the school.

I also required the students to use at least 2 of the new New Zealand characters in their presentation.

Scenario: 

The Marvin activities were incorporated into our school Term 1 Integrated Studies Unit entitled “What happened when the Earth Shook?”

 This was an integrated study linking English, Science and Social Studies curriculums and applied at various levels across the school. For Years 5 -8 students the topic was aimed at Levels 3 and 4.

After the students had engaged in an Immersion phase, they all carried out a variety of research activities, some language based and some more aligned to the Pure Science content of the Unit.

Sample Achievement Objectives:
English Level 3 – Viewing and Presenting -

· interact with a range of static and moving images, and explain their meaning by referring to the verbal and visual language used e.g. the choice of words and how they are conveyed; the use of a range of images, and how they are arranged to convey the key ideas, feelings, emotions and actions 
·  identify points of fact and opinion in static and moving images e.g .advertisements 

· develop and present static and moving images to convey one or more ideas, using a range of techniques
Science Level 3 -

· Appreciate that science is a way of explaining the world and that science knowledge changes over time. 
· Identify ways in which scientists work together and provide evidence to support their ideas.
· Build on prior experiences, working together to share and examine their own and others’ knowledge. 
· Ask questions, find evidence, explore simple models, and carry out appropriate investigations to develop simple explanations.

· Begin to use a range of scientific symbols, conventions, and vocabulary. 
· Engage with a range of science texts and begin to question the purposes for which these texts are constructed.

· Use their growing science knowledge when considering issues of concern to them.
· Explore various aspects of an issue and make decisions about possible actions.

· Appreciate that water, air, rocks and soil, and life forms make up our planet and recognise that these are also Earth’s resources.
The unit of work plans also detailed a wide variety of learning activities and specific success criteria.

Those students who participated in this Marvinator Competition focused their work on 
· the viewing and presenting objectives and 

· the Marvinator criteria of sharing outcomes and educating other (younger) students at an end of term Schoolwide Assembly. 

Impact: 

A selected group of 24 students worked on their Marvinator units over 4 mornings during the last week of term – a culmination week we call Pure Week. After an initial briefing session and review of the key Marvin concepts and tools – eg characters, backgrounds, voice (either built in or own), the students worked either singly or in pairs. There was continual on-task involvement throughout the week, along with an enormous amount of creative thinking and dialogue, innovation and risk taking. 

It was a pleasure to work with this group. It was often impossible to get them to take a break midmorning, and they regularly worked on beyond midday.

The addition of the new New Zealand characters made a huge impact on the students and they were all able to relate to these new avatars and incorporated them well into their presentations with great effect. The end of week audience also identified with them in a more positive way than with the previous more generic characters.

The students were really engaged and excited when they made their presentations to their colleagues on the last day, and all wanted to share their work.

All in all, inspite of a few teething troubles, it has been a stimulating experience and a worthwhile medium in which to portray and share outcomes and a valid and meaningful way, which fits very well with our student-centered approach to learning.

Thanks for the opportunity.

Scott Cooper

IT Lead Teacher

Clevedon School
